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Farewell Letter from the Provincial Coordinator  

At the end of November, PATHS will say 

farewell to Diane Delaney our Provincial 

Coordinator for the past 10 years.  Dur-

ing her time at PATHS, Diane has worked 

to support member agencies across the 

province, contributed to the inaugura-

tion of a national network of women’s 

shelters, and has made contributions in 

the policy areas affecting women who 

have experienced violence.  Diane will be 

truly missed by all who have worked with 

her.  PATHS wishes Diane all the best as 

she starts her next chapter. 

 
 

 

As I transition to my new home of Winni-

peg, I have had the opportunity to be 

present at a number of events, work-

shops, dinner speeches and such in 

Manitoba.  Most recently I attended an 

event at the University of Manitoba enti-

tled The Archive and Reconciliation: Re-

Membering the Residential School Expe-

rience.  The University of Manitoba is 

housing the testimonies of the residen-

tial school survivors who made submis-

sions to the Truth and Reconciliation 

Commission.  The event was a lead up to 

the July 2015 opening of the National 

Research Centre on Truth and Reconcili-

ation.  The daylong conference was a 

time to reflect on how to respect and 

honour the testimonies given.  The event 

organizer said, “The work of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission began a 

conversation which allowed Survivors to 

remember painful memories, but the 

process allowed all Canadians to help ‘re

-member’ what had been cut off and 

amputated, to rejoin what we had lost, to 

help each other renew and reinvent the 

idea of ‘member-ship’ and of communi-

ty.  It is deeply moving that the stories of 

children – now adults – could finally be 

told, that voices that had been silenced 

could finally be heard.”  

 

By its nature this gathering was a time of 

recollection.  It was a time of remember-

ing life on the prairies when the Aborigi-

nal peoples came face to face with the 

forces of a government which was deter-

mined to exploit the land at any cost.  To 

accomplish this, any people with prior 

claims to the land or customs which re-

spected the land and the need to sustain 

the earth’s resources into perpetuity, had 

to be neutralized, assimilated or de-

stroyed so that no remnants of a pre-

industrial society remained.  How ironic 

that many of those with connections to 

those foreign settlers are now longing 

for a return to this philosophy of respect 

for each other and for the environment.  

 

For myself, these events always evoke 

my own memories.  As many of you 

know, although I arrived here from On-

tario 15 years ago, I am the offspring of 

those prairie settlers.  My own roots are 

from German people who lived in what is 

now northwestern Ukraine.  They left 

famine and war and somehow made 

their way to Saskatchewan.  My 

mother was a Scottish war bride.  

It is not lost upon me that I owe 

my existence to one of the worst 

war atrocities humankind has ever 

known.   Growing up in Ontario, I 

heard my father speak about the 

prairie, the land, and the need to 

protect our environment.  He told 

me how, as a child, he would ride 

his pony onto the prairie and find 

groups of First Nations children 

listening to the stories of the el-

ders.  I do not recall him speaking 

about residential schools and I 

knew nothing about this.  But it 

seems that somehow, in spite of 

the attempted genocide, the chil-

dren were still hearing the teach-

ings of the elders.  Because this is 

what my father told me he re-

membered.  These occasions gave  
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him great comfort through a child-

hood marked by extreme violence  

and hardship. 

 

This is a story I have been wanting 

to tell since I arrived here.  It resides 

in my memory and feels ever pre-

sent while I live here on this land  

that was so important to my father, 

my grandmother, and her parents 

before her.  What a privilege it has 

been to be in this place, to live the 

experience of the prairie that my 

father told me about, to be part of 

the community, to learn more deep-

ly the teachings of the elders that 

my father touched upon in my  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

youth.  I have gained so much more 

than I could have ever contributed.  

It was a formative part of my life and  

I will take the experience with me  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

forever. 

 

Respectfully and with Gratitude, 

Diane Delaney 
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Farewell Letter— continued 

ÂÙ #ÒÙÓÔÁÌ 'ÉÅÓÂÒÅÃÈÔȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 

In 1991, Parliament designated De-

cember 6th as the National Day of 

Remembrance and Action on Vio-

lence Against Women.  On this day, 

Canadian flags are flown at half-

mast and vigils of remembrance 

take place across the country.  Sta-

tus of Women Canada says that 

December 6th “represents an op-

portunity for Canadians to reflect 

on the phenomenon of violence 

against women in our society. It is 

also an opportunity to consider the 

women and girls for whom violence 

is a daily reality, and to remember 

those who have died as a result of 

gender-based violence.  And finally, 

it is a day on which communities 

can consider concrete actions to 

eliminate all forms of violence 

against women and girls.” 

 

Gender-based violence continues to 

be a daily threat to women and girls 

across Canada, and worldwide.  Just 

last month, Anita Sarkeesian, a fem-

inist video game critic, was forced 

to cancel her talk scheduled at Utah 

State University when an anony-

mous person threatened to enact a 

“Montreal Massacre style attack” if 

Sarkeesian’s lecture went ahead.  In 

an anonymous email, the individual 

wrote, “Feminists have ruined my 

life and I will have my revenge." The 

individual said that they had a semi

-automatic rifle, multiple pistols, 

and a collection of pipe bombs.  

Sarkeesian asked police if they 

would conduct firearm searches of 

those attending the lecture, but as 

both open and concealed carry of 

firearms is legal in Utah, the police 

responded that they would not be 

able to prevent weapons from be-

ing brought to  
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Sarkeesian’s lecture.  For this rea-

son, she chose to cancel the lecture 

due to the serious concern for her 

own safety and the safety of others.  

In effect, Sarkeesian and those that 

are interested in her topic—many 

of them young women interested in 

the tech industry—were silenced 

while the individual threatening 

mass murder was successful. 

 

Issues of violence against women 

have been a topic of conversation 

in traditional and social media in 

recent months, following NFL player 

Ray Rice’s indefinite suspension 

from the league for domestic vio-

lence.  A surveillance video from a 

hotel elevator shows Rice violently 

assaulting his then-fiancé Janay 

(Palmer) Rice (they are now mar-

ried) last February. He hits her and 

her head slams against the wall of 

the elevator and she is knocked 

unconscious.  Rice drags her out of 

the elevator.  Rice initially received 

a mere two-game suspension for 

the assault, but following the public 

release of the video and outcry 

about the leniency of this punish-

ment, the NFL suspended him in-

definitely and announced it would 

toughen its punishment for domes-

tic violence.  People took to social 

media to ask why Janay stayed with 

him after the attack.  This prompted 

Beverley Gooden, a survivor, to tell 

her story on Twitter using the 

hashtags #WhyIStayed and 

#WhyILeft.  Others around the 

world did the same and Gooden 

said she hoped it would help move 

the conversation from “Why doesn’t 

she leave?” to “Why does he hit?”  

PATHS was invited to be part of this 

conversation on the John Gormely 

show in September, where we dis-

cussed reasons individuals may stay 

in abusive relationships and how 

they can access support when they 

choose to leave. 

 

Our work with shelters and services 

across the province tells us that 

intimate partner violence is an on-

going problem in Saskatchewan. 

For both family and non-family  

 
continued on page 4… 

 

Day of Remembrance and Action — continued  

$ÉÁÎÅ $ÅÌÁÎÅÙ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÁÔÉÎÇ ÁÎ /ÒÉÇÉÎÓ ÏÆ 6ÉÏÌÅÎÃÅ Ǫ 3ÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ #ÈÁÎÇÅ 7ÏÒËÓÈÏÐ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ "ÁÔÔÌÅÆÏÒÄȢ 



 

...continued from page 3 

 

violence, rates were highest in the 

three territories, Saskatchewan, and 

Manitoba. The territories, along with 

Manitoba and Saskatchewan had the 

highest rates of family-related homi-

cide.  In one year (2010), Saskatche-

wan reported 6,534 victims of family 

violence, 112 victims of homicide, 

and 7,036 victims of intimate partner 

violence (Sinha, 2012). 

 

Each year, over 40,000 people are 

arrested resulting from domestic 

violence—this makes up about 12% 

of arrests from violent crimes in Can-

ada (Statistics Canada, 2009).  As we 

know that only 22% of victims of 

domestic violence assaults say that 

they reported the incident to the 

police (Statistics Canada, 2011) and 

abuse often occurs over a prolonged 

period before the victim gets help, 

we can assume that the rates of do-

mestic violence in Canada are far 

higher.  The threat of homicide is 

very real—there were 82 intimate 

partner homicides in Canada in 2012.  

Sixty-eight (83%) of those were 

women (Boyce & Cotter, 2013).  

Therefore, on average, a woman in 

Canada is murdered by a current or 

former intimate partner every 5.3 

days.   

 

Aboriginal women are 3.5 times 

more likely to experience violence 

than non-Aboriginal women and 7 

times more likely to be killed by their 

intimate partner than non -Aboriginal 

women (Native Women’s Association 

of Canada).  Across Canada, 1,017 

Indigenous women were murdered 

between 1980-2012, a homicide rate 

at least four times higher than that 

faced by all other women.  Another 

164 women are missing.  Most of 

those disappearances have hap-

pened within the last two decades.  

One hundred and fifty seven women 

have been murdered or gone miss-

ing in Saskatchewan, the majority of 

them Indigenous. 

 

This December 6th, be part of the 

solution.  Whether you organize or 

attend a vigil, take a moment of si-

lence to remember the women who 

have been victims of gender-based 

violence, or make a vow to speak up 

when you hear sexist language or 

derogatory comments, you can do 

something to make the situation of 

women and girls in this country that 

much better. 
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Seniors Neglect and Abuse Response  

PATHS is part of a group that is 

working on developing the Seniors 

Abuse and Neglect Response Line a 

project led by the Saskatchewan 

Seniors Mechanism (SSM).  For the 

past two years SSM has been build-

ing relationships across the province 

with project partners, stakeholders 

and community networks  identify-

ing support and intervention ser-

vices throughout Saskatchewan.  

They have found, however, that 

“there is an inconsistent under-

standing and awareness” of the 

abuse and neglect facing seniors 

which results in a “nasty circle of 

referrals.” Because services often do 

not have in place an appropriate 

response for the issues facing sen-

iors experiencing abuse, they con-

tinually refer to other agencies in 

the hope that someone will have the 

answer.  What results is a situation 

where seniors are not receiving 

what they need to alleviate their 

difficult circumstances. 

 

SSM recognized a need for a one 

stop phone call response with Mo-

bile Crisis being identified as the 

best place to provide this service.  

Mobile Crisis is a 24/7 service that 

has experience responding to crisis 

as well as providing case manage-

ment services.   They say that cur-

rently 10% of their total interven-

tions are related to seniors.  The 

most common issues are self-

neglect and monetary exploitation.  

The problem is that Mobile Crisis 

operates only in 3 major urban cen-

tres.  While they can field calls from 

this vantage point, it is more diffi-

cult to know the local resources in 

the rural areas.  The plan therefore, 

should funding become available, is 

to have local points of contact to 

which mobile crisis can refer seniors 

who are calling for help and sup-

port.   

 

Part of the plan for the future also 

involves ensuring that all service 

providers have the capacity to ad-

dress the needs of seniors who are 

experiencing abuse and neglect.  

Many organizations are taking on 

this challenge and have come to the 

table with SSM to identify how we 

can train our own organizations as 

well as others across the province.  

PATHS for one has been very fortu-

nate to have received funding from 

the Canadian Women’s Foundation 

to develop training modules on how 

best to provide service for seniors 

for our member agency staff.  We 

are working in conjunction with SSM 

as well as the Lifelong Learning Cen-

tre and the hope is that these mod-

ules can be used by other service 

providers in the province. 

 

We know that safeguarding the well

-being of seniors will only become 

more of an issue into the future 

since by 2015 25% of the Canadian 

population will be over the age of 

65.  There will be many issues to 

tackle and models to be examined.   

By having this provincial group, 

which is examining the issues in 

depth, designing responses, locating 

resources, and implementing action 

plans, we are well on our way to 

creating comprehensive care and 

appropriate services for seniors ex-

periencing abuse. 

ÂÙ $ÉÁÎÅ $ÅÌÁÎÅÙȟ 0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÉÁÌ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 

Cree Proverb 
 

Realize that we as human beings have been put on this earth for only a short time and that we must 

use this time to gain wisdom, knowledge, respect and the understanding for all human beings since we 

are all relatives. 

 

ka-kí-kiskéyihtétan óma, namoya kinwés maka aciyowés pohko óma óta ka-hayayak wasétam askihk, 

ékwa ka-kakwéy miskétan kiskéyihtamowin, iyinísiwin, kistéyitowin, mina nánisitotatowin kakiya ayisini-

wak, ékosi óma kakiya ka-wahkotowak. 
 

From the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural Centre (www.sicc.sk.ca/plains-cree-elders-quotes.html) 
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The University of Regina and the 

Government of Saskatchewan host-

ed a series of events and activities 

called Man Up Against Violence dur-

ing the last week of October.  On 

October 30th, PATHS joined our 

partner organizations RESOLVE, The 

Sexual Assault Services of Saskatche-

wan (SASS), and STOPS to Violence 

to host an information table at Jack-

son Katz’s keynote talk. 

 

Jackson Katz is one of North Ameri-

ca's leading anti-sexist male activists. 

He is an educator, author, filmmaker, 

and cultural theorist, and is interna-

tionally recognized for his work in 

the field of gender -based violence 

prevention, education, and critical 

media literacy.  He is the co-founder 

of the Mentors in Violence Preven-

tion (MVP) program, the leading 

gender violence prevention initiative 

in professional and college athletics. 

He is also the director of the first 

worldwide domestic and sexual vio-

lence prevention program in the 

United States Marine Corps. He is 

the creator or co-creator of the vide-

os Tough Guise: Violence, Media, 

and the Crisis in Masculinity (2000), 

Wrestling with Manhood (2002), 

Spin the Bottle: Sex, Lies and Alcohol 

(2004), and Tough Guise 2 (2014).  

He is also the author of The Macho 

Paradox: Why Some Men Hurt 

Women and How All Men Can Help 

(2006) and Leading Men: Presidential 

Campaigns and the Politics of Man-

hood (2012). 

 

During his 1.5 hour talk, Katz cov-

ered a number of topics critical to 

ending gender-based violence.  He 

repeatedly credited the leadership of 

women activists who came before 

him.  Katz stated that women’s lead-

ership has never been missing in the 

movement to end violence, while 

men’s leadership has been lacking.  

He also acknowledged that as a 

white male, he holds a position of 

power, and that he chooses to use 

this position to be heard on the is-

sue of men’s violence against wom-

en. 

 

He discussed how gender is the sin-

gle most important factor in vio-

lence. Violence is always gendered, 

no matter who the victim and perpe-

trator are.  Katz made a point to say 

“men’s violence against women,” 

noting that “violence against wom-

en” is a linguistically passive con-

struction which leaves men out of 

the equation.  He acknowledged that 

women’s organizations have, in 

many cases, switched to more gen-

der neutral language in efforts not 

to offend and also to get funding, 

however he prefers to use the hon-

est language of “men’s violence 

against women.”  This terminology 

can make men defensive, preventing 

conversations from happening, how-

ever he believes men are capable of 

participating in these honest conver-

sations about ending men’s violence 

against women.   

 

Katz referenced actor and U.N. 

Women Goodwill Ambassador Em-

ma Watson’s passionate speech on 

feminism and gender at the launch 

of the HeForShe campaign, which 

aims to galvanize one billion men 

and boys as advocates for ending 

gender inequality around the world.  

He spoke of the importance of Wat-

son’s speech and the threats she was 

subjected to, merely for speaking 

about gender equality.  

 

He also discussed the bystander 

effect, using the example of the sex-

ual assault of a high school girl by 

two high school football players in 

Steubenville, Ohio in 2012.  He dis-

cussed how those present at the 

parties attended by the two boys 

and the girl, who was passed out, 

failed to do anything to step in to 

help, and how the crime continued 

on social media following the as-

sault.  Katz talked about his pro-

gramming for college -level athletes, 

which aims to invite them to have a 

conversation about prevention, not 

indict them as potential rapists.  He 

makes it clear that sexual assault is 

everyone’s issue, not just those who 

participated in the crime, and en-

courages young men to be part of 

the solution by taking action instead 

of being passive bystanders.  He also 

noted that girls and women who are 

not directly involved can also have a 

constructive role as helpful bystand-

ers.  

 

The turnout for Katz’s talk was im-

pressive, with a high number of uni-

versity students, including athletes, 

present.  It was encouraging to see 

young men and women, as well as 

community members who work in 

the area of gender-based violence, 

engaging in the topic together.    

 

Listen to Katz’s TED talk Violence Against 

Women—It’s a Men's  Issue here: 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTvSfeCRxe8.  

Jackson Katz:  Man Up Against Violence  
ÂÙ #ÒÙÓÔÁÌ 'ÉÅÓÂÒÅÃÈÔȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ -ÅÍÂÅÒ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ ÁÎÄ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 
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Welcome to PATHS New Provincial Coordinator, Jo-Anne Dusel  

We would like to introduce Jo -Anne 

Dusel in her new position as Provin-

cial Coordinator of PATHS. A life-

long passion for social justice led Jo

-Anne into a 20 year career at 

Moose Jaw Transition House. She 

worked as a frontline emergency  

helter worker for 11 years becom-

ing House Supervisor in 2005.        

 

Jo-Anne is a familiar presence to us 

at PATHS having served as a mem-

ber of the PATHS Committee which 

developed the Human Resources 

Report that was presented to gov-

ernment, and as a member of the 

hiring committee for the Director of 

Member Services position for 

PATHS.  For the past two years, Jo-

Anne has been a member of the 

provincial committee working on 

the development of the new Wom-

en’s Shelter Information System. 

 

Jo-Anne gained experience in 

board governance and public policy 

development while serving as a 

board member on the Moose Jaw 

Thunder Creek District and Five 

Hills Health Region Boards for a 

total of 14 years.  In 2006, Jo-Anne 

honed her media relations and 

public speaking skills while running 

as a candidate for the federal riding 

of Palliser.  A former student of the 

visual arts at the University of Regi-

na, Jo-Anne continues to create, 

show and sell her works of art.  She 

is the mother of two grown children 

with her first grandchild on the way.  

Jo-Anne lives in Moose Jaw with 

her partner Clark and their dog 

Max. 

 

We extend a sincere and warm wel-

come to Jo-Anne.  We look forward 

to a dynamic future of working 

together to end violence against 

women and continuing our efforts 

to create peaceful communities. 

CPAV committee members at the 13th Annual Regina 

Community Partnership Against Violence Peacemak-

ers Breakfast on October 23rd.  

 

Crystal (Provincial Association of Transition Houses and Ser-

vices of Saskatchewan (PATHS), Carol (YWCA Isabel Johnson 

Shelter), Kate (SOFIA House),  Heather (Community Mem-

ber), Lyndley (Regina Transition House), and Kerrie (Lifelong 

Learning Centre at the U of R).  
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PATHS Staff: 
 
 

Diane Delaneyȟ  
0ÒÏÖÉÎÃÉÁÌ #ÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÏÒ 
%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÐÁÔÈÓΆÓÁÓËÔÅÌȢÎÅÔ 

 
Crystal Giesbrechtȟ  
$ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ -ÅÍÂÅÒ  
0ÒÏÇÒÁÍÓ Ǫ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅÓ 

%ÍÁÉÌȡ ÐÁÔÈÓȢÓÅÒÖÉÃÅÓΆÓÁÓËÔÅÌȢÎÅÔ 
 
 

The Provincial Association of Transition  
Houses and Services of Saskatchewan 

 
 

 

 

Battlefords Interval House  

(306) 445-2742 

 

Family Service Regina 

(306) 757-6675  

 

Hudson Bay Family and Support Centre 

(306) 865-3064 

 

Moose Jaw Transition House 

(306) 693-6511  
 

North East Outreach and Support Services 

(306) 752-9464 

 

PARTNERS Family Services  

(306) 682-4135 

 

Piwapan Women’s Centre 

(306) 425-3900 

 

Project Safe Haven 

(306) 782-0676 

 

Qu’Appelle Safe Haven Shelter 

(306) 322-6881 

 

Regina Transition House 

(306) 757-2096 

 

 

 

 

Saskatoon Interval House 

(306) 244-0185 

 

Shelwin House 

(306) 783-7233 

 

SIGN 

(306) 783-9409  

 

SOFIA House 

(306) 565-2537 

 

Southwest Crisis Services 

(306) 778-3692 

 

Waskoosis Safe Shelter 

(306) 236-5570 
 

WISH Safe House 

(306) 543-0493 

 

YWCA Isabel Johnson Shelter 

(306) 525-2141 

 

YWCA Saskatoon 

(306) 244-2844 
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www.pathssk.org 

http://abusehelplines.org/

